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in   ballast   and  the   Baltic   most   turbulent   at   that
season.
At the moment of my arrival at St. Petersburg the
crisis was nearing its maximum. I do not wish to
surcharge this part of my story with the details of my
three weeks5 stay at the capital In those historic days of
the latter part of October, 1905 ; it will suffice to say
that, during the three weeks, I was not only an attentive
observer of the events which took place at the time
that the Manifesto of October 30th was published,
but I also took part in those events, which brought me
In frequent contact with Emperor Nicholas, as well
as with the principal ministers and political personages
of the moment. Simultaneously with the promul-
gation of the constitution, Count Witte, upon whom
this title had been conferred Immediately after his return
from America, was made president of the first constitu-
tional cabinet and applied himself to the task of estab-
lishing the foundations for the new organization of the
Empire. He commenced this arduous labour by sum-
moning to St. Petersburg the leading representatives
of the liberal and moderate liberal parties, who were then
in conference at Moscow and upon whose collaboration
he counted for aid in the accomplishment of his task.
Among them were Prince Lvoff (afterwards head of
the first provisional Government in 1917), Princes
Ouroussoff and Troubetzkoy, Messrs. Goutchkoff,
Stakhevitch, Rodltcheff and Kokoschkine, who was assas-
sinated in prison by the Bolsheviks in the year 1918.
Count Witte's object was to draw up, in conjunction
with them, a governmental programme, and to persuade
some of them to join his cabinet. In the course of these
negotiations I devoted myself to an earnest advocacy,
before the Emperor, of the formation of an homogene-